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from Sylvania, Ohio, and Toledo. Eddie 
was a man held in particular affection 
by the thousands of people whose lives 
he touched so positively. Some said his 
being embodied the Midwestern caring 
spirit we each wish that we could ema-
nate to those whose paths we cross. 

Eddie was actually born in Soldier, 
Kentucky, and came north to attend 
the University of Toledo, where he re-
ceived his master’s degree and devoted 
his life to teaching and to his family. 
He was a musician and a composer, a 
great humanitarian, and an indefati-
gable social studies teacher who was 
recognized as Educator of the Year in 
2005. 

The Toledo Blade says of his life: 
His smile, his sparkling blue eyes, his 

servant’s heart and infectious love of 
life is the Eddie that we remember. 

He was an educator on so many levels 
for nearly four decades, inspiring and 
caring about thousands and thousands 
of his students and fellow citizens. 

Even after retiring from teaching, he 
did not really stop working. Eddie be-
came a licensed tour guide. An engaged 
citizen, he made the extra effort year 
after year when he was a teacher and 
afterwards to bring hundreds and hun-
dreds of students from Timberstone 
Junior High, for example, to visit the 
Capitol. It was always a grand and un-
forgettable occasion. Eddie would 
stand outside the east front here with 
his guitar, winding his way among hun-
dreds and hundreds of students and 
begin singing, and his resonant and 
clear voice would filter across the Cap-
itol lawn. It always seemed the sun was 
shining as the students gathered under 
the oak trees and the linden trees. 
These were unforgettable moments. 

In Eddie’s so-called retirement, he 
also furthered his love of music by per-
forming nationally with the New 
Christy Minstrels. He composed songs 
of his own. He played over a thousand 
songs. His music never stopped. He was 
one of the best known entertainers in 
northeast Ohio and southeast Michi-
gan. Eddie’s wife, Chris, stated: 

Eddie got 26 hours out of a 24-hour 
day. That is how Eddie was, a positive 
man. 

In addition to teaching and per-
forming, Eddie contributed mightily to 
the community through fundraising, 
and through the Christmas season he 
would organize a Christmas variety 
show that would raise more than 
$250,000 for area charities. This man 
was a real citizen. 

Mr. Speaker, Eddie is a gift that 
keeps on giving for us who had the joy 
of knowing him and sharing in his life. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with his 
family: his wife, Chris; his daughters, 
Allison, Sara, and Grace; his grand-
children, Landon, Jackson, Kate, 
Grant, and Nola; his mother, Pearl; and 
mother-in-law, Pat; his brothers and 
sisters and extended family. Eddie’s 
music will always play in our hearts. 
He lifted us to be a better and more 
caring people. 

May God give his family comfort, and 
may Eddie’s life inspire others to emu-
late his goodness. 

[From Toledo Blade, Jan. 11, 2014] 
EDDIE A. BOGGS, 1945–2014, MUSICIAN HAD 

POSITIVE VIEW ON LIFE 
(By Mark Zaborney) 

Eddie A. Boggs, 68, a longtime Sylvania ed-
ucator and a musician who became one of 
the best known entertainers in northwest 
Ohio and southeast Michigan, died Thursday 
in Ebeid Hospice Residence, Sylvania. 

Mr. Boggs learned in May, 2013, that he had 
non-Hodgkins’ lymphoma, his wife, Chris, 
said. Through treatment and hospital stays, 
he performed when he could, most recently 
Dec. 7 in Fayette, Ohio. Since retiring in 2007 
from education, he toured regularly as a 
member of the New Christy Minstrels, the 
folk-style group formed in the early 1960s. At 
the hospital for a biopsy and spinal tap, he 
asked whether he’d be able to make a Dec. 31 
flight. 

‘‘That was his way of coping,’’ his wife 
said. ‘‘Eddie got 26 hours out of a 24-hour 
day. That’s the way Eddie was, a positive 
man.’’ 

Also in retirement, Mr. Boggs was a li-
censed guide, leading tours to Washington— 
often by school groups—and other destina-
tions. 

Most nights, weekends, and summers 
throughout the last 40 years, Mr. Boggs per-
formed in public, singing the songs he wrote 
or the 1,000 he memorized, playing guitar or 
banjo or mandolin, and connecting with au-
diences. 

‘‘I always know there’s somebody out there 
who can play greater or sing it better than 
me, but nobody who loves it more than me,’’ 
he told The Blade in 2008. ‘‘I guess the music 
is the vehicle, the means to an end to reach 
out to people.’’ 

Mr. Boggs organized an annual Christmas 
season variety show, which raised more than 
$250,000 for area charities, and a family- 
friendly New Year’s event in Sylvania for 
several years. He also established the Lake 
Erie West Hall of Fame for the performing 
arts. 

He was master of ceremonies for Sylvania’s 
annual fall festival. 

‘‘Everywhere he went, somebody knew 
him,’’ his wife said. 

In 2007, he was among local finalists in the 
Jefferson Awards for Public Service. 

‘‘He was a positive, outgoing individual,’’ 
Sylvania Mayor Craig Stough said. ‘‘He was 
positive in his outlook to everybody.’’ 

Mr. Boggs became a social studies teacher 
at McCord Junior High School in 1973 and, 
later, a guidance counselor at Timberstone 
Junior High School. He was recognized as an 
‘‘educator of the year’’ in 2005. 

‘‘He went that extra mile to make sure 
that new kid or teacher felt welcomed,’’ his 
wife said. 

He was born Aug. 10, 1945, in Soldier, Ky., 
to Elmer and Pearl Boggs. The family moved 
north, and he was a graduate of Mansfield 
High School. A counselor told him he wasn’t 
smart enough for college. He went to work in 
the steel mill—but he took the night shift 
while attending the Mansfield branch of Ohio 
State University. 

‘‘That’s why he went into education—he 
said he didn’t want anybody to ever hear 
they weren’t good enough to do something,’’ 
his wife said. 

After two years, he transferred to the main 
campus in Columbus and received a bach-
elor’s degree. He also had two master’s de-
grees from the University of Toledo. 

Surviving are his wife, Chris Boggs, whom 
he married Sept. 20, 1991; daughters, Allison 
Boggs, Sara Roemer, and Grace Barton; 

mother, Pearl Boggs; sister, Ernestine 
Obney; brothers, Carl, Verlin, and Glenn 
Boggs, and five grandchildren. 

Visitation will be from 2–8 p.m. Sunday in 
the Walker Funeral Home, Sylvania Town-
ship. Services will be at 11 a.m. Monday at 
Flanders Road Church of Christ, where he 
was a member. 

The family suggests tributes to the Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT 
INVESTIGATOR ADAM SOWDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. FLORES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Adam Sowders, ser-
geant investigator with the Burleson 
County Sheriff’s Department. 

On December 19, 2013, Sergeant 
Sowders was killed in the line of duty. 
Sergeant Investigator Sowders passed 
away due to wounds he received while 
serving a search warrant with a team 
of deputies in Burleson County, Texas. 

Adam graduated from Somerville 
High School in 2001, and like his father 
and his brothers, he became a volun-
teer firefighter at the Somerville Fire 
Department. 

He began his career with the 
Burleson County Sheriff’s Department 
as a patrol deputy in 2006 after serving 
as an officer with the Somerville Po-
lice Department. 

Sergeant Investigator Sowders was 
loved and respected by his community, 
by his friends, and by his family. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily and his friends. 

Today, we honor and remember 
Adam for putting himself in harm’s 
way for the good of his neighbors, his 
family, his friends, and his community. 
We thank him for his service and his 
sacrifice for public safety. He devoted 
his life to public safety and to being a 
first responder, and he will be forever 
remembered as an outstanding indi-
vidual who lived to selflessly serve his 
community. 

Adam was a model public servant, 
however; and, more importantly, he 
was a servant leader who modeled the 
words of Jesus in John 15:13, which 
states: 

Greater love hath no man than this, that 
he lay down his life for his friends. 

His death marks the 17th first re-
sponder lost in the line of duty in the 
17th Congressional District of Texas 
since the time I was sworn in in Janu-
ary 2011. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to close by 
reminding all Americans to continue 
praying for our country and for our 
American men and women who serve in 
our military and for our first respond-
ers. Their selfless service protects our 
lives, our freedoms, and our liberties 
from both internal and external dan-
gers. 

God bless our first responders and our 
troops, and God bless America. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. TAKANO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to show my support for the rein-
statement of emergency unemploy-
ment insurance for thousands of resi-
dents in the Inland Empire and mil-
lions of other Americans across the Na-
tion. These Americans rely on these 
benefits so they can put food on their 
table, so they can pay for heat, and so 
they can continue their search for 
work. 

Now, my friends on the other side of 
the aisle will have you believe that 
these millions of Americans are just 
too lazy to find work and that they are 
only interested in handouts. My Repub-
lican colleagues believe in making the 
long-term unemployed more desperate 
and that this desperation will be the 
necessary motivation for them to find 
work. Well, when has an unpaid gas bill 
ever created a job? When has forcing 
someone to go to sleep hungry ever cre-
ated a job? 

Let me remind my colleagues that 
the Great Recession was the worst eco-
nomic downturn since the Great De-
pression and that there are still three 
people competing for every job open-
ing. While our recovery is gaining mo-
mentum, it has been the wealthiest 
that have benefited the most, leaving 
far too many Americans behind. 

Let’s extend these emergency bene-
fits for the long-term unemployed. 
Let’s create jobs, not desperation. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 22 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

On this day we ask Your blessing on 
the men and women, citizens all, whose 
votes have populated this people’s 
House. Each Member of this House has 
been given the sacred duty of rep-
resenting them. 

We ask Your blessing as well on the 
Members of this House, whose responsi-
bility lies also beyond the local inter-
ests of constituents while honoring 
them. Give each Member the wisdom to 
represent both local and national inter-

ests, a responsibility calling for the 
wisdom of Solomon. Grant them, if 
You will, a double portion of such wis-
dom. 

Bless us this day and every day, and 
may all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House this day be for Your great-
er honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 

rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KENNEDY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

NEW YORK SSDI FRAUD 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, this past summer, we learned 
of the largest disability fraud in the 
history of Social Security taking place 
in Puerto Rico. 

Now, less than 6 months later, we 
hear of an even more shocking scandal 
in New York, where 106 people have 
been arrested, including former police-
men, FBI employees, and firemen. 
Worse, about half of the defendants 
falsely claimed that their ‘‘disability’’ 
was caused as a result of the 9/11 ter-
rorist attacks, even though many had 
never even worked at Ground Zero. 

These individuals are stealing from a 
program that serves those who can no 
longer work due to a disability. This is 
unacceptable. 

The American people are outraged 
and fast losing confidence in Social Se-
curity, and rightfully so. 

That is why this Thursday I will be 
holding a hearing to ensure Social Se-
curity makes fighting fraud and pro-
tecting hardworking taxpayer dollars 
its number one priority. The time for 
excuses is over. 

f 

EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION EXTENSION ACT 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
as we begin today’s activities, 1.3 mil-
lion individuals face a harsher reality 
because Congress failed to extend un-
employment insurance benefits. That 
includes 2 million children and 20,000 
veterans who face a more uncertain fu-
ture because Congress failed to do the 
right thing. 

The moms who attended my 
Chicagoland job fair don’t want an un-
employment check more than a job. 
They do want a Congress that recog-
nizes that any one of us could use a lit-
tle help when an economic crisis hits 
and leaves us vulnerable. 

The families I represent aren’t look-
ing for handouts. They are my friends 
and neighbors and paid into the unem-
ployment insurance system with the 
promise that, if times got tough, they 
would still be able to provide for their 
families using the benefits they paid 
for as a bridge over troubled waters. 

I am a cosponsor of H.R. 3824, the 
Emergency Unemployment Compensa-
tion Extension Act, because I stand by 
my friends in tough times. I urge my 
colleagues in the House and Senate to 
do the same by passing a bipartisan un-
employment insurance extension now. 

f 

MODERNIZING BANK TRANSFERS 

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to question why banks and their 
customers are still burdened by rules 
designed in an era that, when most 
bank transactions ended, a free lollipop 
was given to the customer. 

Regulation D, which was imple-
mented in the 1980s, restricts cus-
tomers to just six transfers between 
their accounts for 1 month. These rules 
made a lot of sense in an era when 
most bank transactions were done 
manually; but today, through modern 
technology, this is truly obsolete. 

Mr. Speaker, I therefore ask support 
for H.R. 3240, the Regulation D Study 
Act. This bill will direct the GAO, the 
Government Accountability Office, to 
study Regulation D and recommend ap-
propriate changes to modernize the 
regulation. H.R. 3240 has strong bipar-
tisan support. I am grateful for Con-
gresswoman MALONEY’s being the lead 
Democrat sponsor for the bill. 
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